The Honorable Howard L. Berman
House of Representatives
Chairman, House Committee on Foreign Affairs
2221 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515
Congressman Berman,

As one of the preeminent leaders for human rights in Congress, I am requesting your consideration to co-sponsor H.R. 275, The Global Online Freedom Act of 2007. More than half of the co-sponsors of the bill are members of the House Committee on Foreign Affairs. As the Chairman, I hope you will extend your support to this most important legislation.

The Beijing Olympics is taking place this month. The Chinese government, as you have well stated in many public hearings, promised to adhere to human rights and freedom of the press for the Olympics. But, as we all know, that has not happened. Your recent statement on support for H.R. 1370 highlights the grave concern many of us possess in regards to China’s actions. Though the Internet is one of the many issues, it has given people unprecedented opportunities to communicate with each other and to learn about the outside world. But repressive governments like that in China are making Internet and technology companies allies in their repression.

China, for example, has asked Yahoo! to turn over to its secret police the names of political dissidents who send sensitive information over email. One such dissident, Shi Tao, was sentenced to 10 years in prison after being identified by Yahoo!. China has also convinced Microsoft to shut down Internet blogs in which Chinese users were criticizing their government, and persuaded Google to censor its search engine results. Chinese citizens using Google’s Chinese search engine now cannot even learn of the existence of information about human rights and democracy on the Internet.

The Global Online Freedom Act of 2007 (GOFA) would make it more difficult for foreign governments to obtain Internet user information from U.S. companies when seeking to punish dissidents exercising their right to free expression. It would alert the U.S. government as to what subject matter these governments are asking U.S. companies to remove or block access to on the Internet. The key provisions of the Act:

· Prohibit U.S. companies from locating personally identifiable information in a foreign country that represses freedom of expression; 

· Restrict U.S. companies from providing foreign repressive governments with personally identifiable information of users (except for legitimate law enforcement purposes); 

· Require U.S. companies to report to Congress on the content they are blocking or filtering. 

Internet companies have an invaluable role to play in the realization of freedom of expression and information. This bill helps them to fulfill that. This is why I and others are asking you to consider the following:

· Support the Global Online Freedom Act of 2007, H.R. 275, without any amendments that would hinder its ability to prevent U.S. Internet technology companies from cooperating with repressive governments. 

· Protect the key provisions of the Act, which prohibit U.S. companies from locating personally identifiable information in a country that represses freedom of expression and resist providing repressive governments with personally identifiable information of users (except for legitimate law enforcement purposes). 

· The Chinese Government pressured Yahoo! and persuaded Google to censor its search engine results. 

Please add your support for H.R. 275, Global Online Freedom Act. Thank you.

Sincerely,

