September 12, 2008
President Ma Ying-jeou

Office of the President

No. 122, Sec. 1, Chongcing S Road

Jhongjheng District

Taipei 100

Taiwan

Your Excellency,

I am writing to call on Taiwan to immediately establish a moratorium on executions with a view to abolish the death penalty as provided by the UN General Assembly resolution 62/149.  While it is welcoming that no one has been executed in Taiwan since 2005, the death penalty remains applicable to some 52 crimes in the Taiwanese criminal code, including non-violent crimes, such as drug related offenses and some economic crimes.  As abolition of the death penalty is pending, I urge the authorities to reduce the number of crimes punishable by death, particularly by eliminating non-violent crimes from the scope of the death penalty.

Although no executions have been carried out in Taiwan for the last two-and-a-half years, five people were sentenced to death in 2007 joining around 70-100 prisoners on death row.  I urge the authorities to commute the sentences of all those held on death row.

Senior officials in Taiwan frequently refer to public opinion to defend retention of the death penalty.  I call on the authorities to take a stronger lead to educate the public in Taiwan on the reality of the death penalty from a human rights perspective, including that it is not a greater deterrent to crime than other punishments such as life imprisonment.  I also urge the authorities to ensure that crime victims are given concrete and appropriate support, including compensation for their loss or injuries.

Sincerely,
