September 15, 2008

Georgia State Board of Pardons & Paroles

2 Martin Luther King, Jr. Drive, SE

Suite 458, Balcony Level, East Tower

Atlanta, GA 30334

Dear State Board of Pardons & Paroles,
I was saddened to learn that you denied clemency to Troy Anthony Davis on September 12, but I recognize that you can revisit this decision at any time between now and September 23.  I strongly urge you to do so.  

I welcomed your decision to stay the execution of Troy Davis in July 2007. When you issued this decision, you stated that the Board “will not allow an execution to proceed in this State unless and until its members are convinced that there is no doubt as to the guilt of the accused.” In March, the Georgia Supreme Court denied Troy Davis a hearing, so doubts of his guilt will always remain. Please be true to your words of last year and commute the death sentence of Troy Davis.

As you know, Mr. Davis has been on death row in Georgia for more than 15 years for the murder of a police officer – a crime he maintains he did not commit. Davis' conviction was not based on any physical evidence, and the murder weapon was never found.  Instead, the case was based solely on the testimony of witnesses, many of whom now allege police coercion, and most of whom have since recanted their testimony. Despite mounting evidence that Davis may in fact be innocent of the crime, appeals to courts to hold a hearing on this evidence have been repeatedly denied for procedural reasons.

This case has generated widespread attention, which reflects serious concerns in Georgia and throughout the United States about the potential for executing an innocent man. Nothing can undermine public faith in a criminal justice system faster than an execution when serious doubts about guilt have not been resolved.  The power of clemency exists as a safety net to prevent such an irreversible error and preserve public confidence in the state’s capacity for justice.  The integrity of justice in Georgia is at stake in this case, and I urge you to reconsider your September 12 decision and stop the execution of Troy Davis. 

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,
