September 12, 2008

President of the Supreme People’s Court

Xiao Yang Yuanzhang

Zuigao Renmin Fayuan

27 Dongjiaomin Xiang

Beijingshi 100006

PEOPLE’S REPUBLIC OF CHINA

Dear President of the Supreme People’s Court,
I am writing with deep concern for Beijing resident Yang Jia, who had been detained in October 2007 in Shanghai for riding an unlicensed bicycle.  He later tried to file a complaint about his treatment during the interrogation requesting an apology and compensation for “psychological damage.” Yang Jia was recently sentenced to death on September 1, 2008 by Shanghai No.2 Intermediate People’s Court, after a closed trial for stabbing a security guard, starting a fire in the entrance to a police station in Shanghai’s Zhabei district and stabbing nine police officers on July 1, 2008.

While Yang’s acts at the police station should be not condoned, his mental state at the time of the crime had come into question in court.  The court ruled that Yang was mentally competent during the attack.  A Beijing lawyer following the case said that Yang’s father would like another appraisal of his son’s psychological state.  Furthermore, Yang’s choice of legal counsel was questionable as one of his lawyers, Xie Youming is also the counsel for the Zhahei police district where the attack took place.  A group of Beijing lawyers have issued a letter stating that Yang’s choice of counsel has created a conflict of interest.
I urge the authorities to conduct an independent investigation into allegations that Yang Jia was tortured while in detention in 2007, and bring those responsible to justice.  I call on the authorities to ensure that Yang Jia has access to his family, legal representation of his own choosing and any medical attention he may require.  The death penalty violates the right to life.  It is the ultimate cruel, inhuman and degrading punishment.  I urge the authorities to commute any death sentence passed on Yang Jia to a term of imprisonment.  I further urge the authorities to ensure that China’s courts respect the most rigorous internationally recognized standards for fair trial, including the UN safeguards guaranteeing the protection of the rights of those facing the death penalty, which require adequate opportunity for defense and appeal.
Sincerely,
