Manuel Zelaya

Presidente de la Republica de Honduras

Casa Presidencial

Boulevard Juan Pablo Segundo

Palacio Jose Cecilio del Valle

Tegucigalpa, Honduras

Estimado Senor Presidente:

It has come to my attention that leaders and members of the Afro-descendant Garifuna community in the village of San Juan Tela, Atlantida department, northern Honduras, have been subjected to a campaign of harassment.  This is an apparent attempt to force them to hand over land that they have owned for generations to a real estate company, which has proposed building a tourist resort in the area.  The lives and physical and mental integrity of the members of the community are in danger.

Jessica Garcia, one of the leaders of the Garifuna community, has been targeted on a number of occasions in an apparent attempt to force her to hand over the ownership of the community’s land to the real estate company.  Wilfredo Guerrero, another community leader, has also suffered intimidation and harassment.

As a member of Amnesty International, I am writing to express concern for the safety of leaders and members of the Garifuna community following attacks, death threats and intimidation against many of them.  I would urge you, as President of the Republic, to take immediate steps to implement the protection measures ordered by the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights on 7 July 2006, in order to ensure the safety of the leaders of the Garifuna Commuity of San Juan Tela, in strict accordance with the wishes of the community.

Your attention to my concerns will be greatly appreciated,

