27 May 2010

Lic. Fernando Francisco Gomez-Mont

Secretaria de Gobernacion

Bucareli 99, 1er, Piso,

Col. Juarez, Del. Cuauhtenoc, 

Mexico D.F., C.P. 06600, Mexico

Fax: +52 55 5093 3414

Senor Secretario:

It has come to my attention that the community of San Juan Copala in southern Mexico is surrounded by paramilitaries.  Those trying to break the siege have been threatened, attacked or killed.  It is apparent that the federal and state authorities have not taken action to end the siege.  

The 700 Indigenous Triqui inhabitants of San Juan Copala, Oaxaca state, declared it an autonomous indigenous municipality in 2007 in an effort to unite the Triqui peoples.  As it governs itself, it does not recognize the authority of existing public officials in the main non-Triqui towns of the region.  For several months, members of an armed group called Ubisort have blockaded the community in apparent reprisal for the declaration of autonomy.  Access to water, food, electricity, educational services, and medical services have been terminated. Shots have been fired into the community, and on 17 April, José Celestino Hernández Cruz, a man from San Juan Copala, was killed by Ubisort.
On 27 April, a group of human rights defenders, activists and journalists accompanied by international observers attempted to reach San Juan Copala to raise awareness of the siege and bring aid.  Armed members of Ubisort ambushed them, killing one woman, local human rights defender Alberta Carifo, and a Finnish man, Jyri Antero Jaakkola.
On 14 May, 12 women and children from San Juan Copala were abducted.  They were threatened, intimidated, forced to stay the night in an abandoned building, and then released the following day unharmed.
On 20 May, indigenous leader, Timoteo Alejandro Ramirez, and his wife, Cleriberta Castro Aguilar, were shot dead in their home, leaving their five children unharmed in another room.  Timoteo Ramirez was one of the principle leaders of the “autonomous municipality of San Juan Copala” and of the Independent Movement for Triqui Unity and Struggle, the faction of Triqui indigenous peoples which has supported the creation of the autonomous municipality.
As a member of Amnesty International, I am  calling on the federal and state governments to take immediate action to protect the residents of San Juan Copala, and ensure that they have access to adequate supplies of food and water, as well as all necessary health care and educational services.

I ask that the siege of the community by Ubisort  be halted, permitting residents to move freely, communicate with the outside world, and receive visits from humanitarian missions without fear of attack or reprisal. 

I am calling for an investigation into the deaths of Jose Celestino Hermandez Cruz,  Alberta Carifo,  Jyri Antero Jaakkola,  Timoteo Alejandro Ramirez, and Cleriberta Castro Aguilar, and into the abduction of the women and children with the results made public and those responsible brought to justice. 

Finally, I am asking that the federal authorities investigate Ubisort’s links to members of the PRI, the governing party in Oaxaca, and that all those implicated in human rights abuses be brought to justice. 

Your attention to my concerns will be greatly appreciated.

Respectfully,
